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1. SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING CONNECTION NEWSLETTER 

See Enclosure #1 to read the new Social Emotional Learning Connection Newsletter.       
              

      Teresa Knoblauch, ext. 3124/Deborah Watson, ext. 3151 
 

2. TECHNOLOGY NEWSLETTER 

See Enclosure #2 to read this week’s technology newsletter!                   

                                                Teresa Knoblauch, ext. 3124 

3. ELEMENTARY CURRICULUM CONNECTION 
 

The Curriculum Connection contains upcoming information regarding assessments, curriculum    
updates, video clips, instructional websites, and more.  Please see Enclosure #3 for specific 
elementary school information.  
                 Teresa Knoblauch, ext. 3124 
 

4. SECONDARY CURRICULUM CONNECTION 

The Curriculum Connection contains upcoming information regarding assessments, curriculum         
updates, video clips, instructional websites, and more.  Please see Enclosure #4 for specific middle 
and high school information.      
                                                                                                                    Deborah Watson, ext. 3151 
 



   

5. NEW! CREATIVE SUPERSTAR SPOTLIGHT  

Weekly, we will spotlight Creative Superstar Teachers.  See Enclosure #5 to meet some of our 

superstars!                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                        Tamyra Kelly, ext. 1050 

6. REMINDER: BOARD MEETING - TIME AND LOCATION CHANGE 

Due to current restrictions, the board meetings on January 19 (originally at Leo Jr./Sr. High School) 
and February 16 (originally at New Haven Jr./Sr. High School), scheduled for 12:30 PM, are being 
changed. The meetings will now be held (1/19 and 2/16) at the Administration Building in the Board 
Room, at 6:30 p.m. 
                   Marilyn Hissong, ext. 1001 

7. REMINDER: HAVE YOU MOVED THIS YEAR? 

If you have moved and not notified Human Resources, please do so immediately.  

Your W-2 will not be forwarded to a different address than what we have on file.  Please contact 

Karen Best at ext. 1024 or e-mail @ kbest@eacs.k12.in.us with your new address.   

You can also submit this information through Employee Access in the Forms section. 

                                      Kirby Stahly, ext. 1005 

 

8. CPR/AED TRAINING 
 

Classes are offered free of charge twice a month through the end of the school year January classes 

will be held in the Leo area and February classes will be held in the Heritage area. All classes will 

start at 4:15 PM, class size is limited and requires pre-registration. If you need this certification for 

your license renewal, email or call (ext. 7008) Abby Koroncevicius, Health Services Coordinator. 

January & February 2021 Class Schedule: 

January 12 (Tuesday LEEL) 

January 28 (Thursday LEEL) 

February 11 (Thursday HEHS) 

February 23 (Tuesday HEHS) 

Certification is through the American Heart Association and lasts for two years. Any employee 

interested in or needing certification renewal may also participate in this training. 

                Abby Koroncevicius, ext. 7008 

Wash your Hands!  

Wear a Mask!  

Watch your Distance! 



Connect with your SEL Coach!  
Heather Hunley    
District SEL Coach    
HHunley@eacs.k12.in.us; Ext 3157 
Administrative Annex, Room 106 
   

 

Volume 9.2020 

 
  

Social Emotional Learning Connection 
Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) is the process through which children 
and adults acquire and effectively apply the knowledge, attitudes, and skills 
necessary to understand and manage emotions, set and achieve positive 
goals, feel and show empathy for others, establish and maintain positive 

relationships, and make responsible decisions. - CASEL 

A Better You in 2021 

Regulation skills build positive self-control, self-discipline and self-
management. As we ring in the new year, you might choose goals, 
resolutions, or intentions for a ‘better’ you.   

Here are some resolutions proven by science to make a positive impact 
on our lives.  Pick just ONE.  Start small.  Let it become a habit.  Then re-
evaluate and choose another.  A journey of a many miles starts with 
one step!    

 

Resources: 

• https://youtu.be/JC78JffKSQk: 11 Resolutions for a Better You 
Proven by Science (7:38 minute video); the video notes include 
links to learn more about each resolution.   

1. Exercise: Contributes to a positive body image even prior to any 
body weight or body shape change! 

2. Go Outside! Spending more time in nature contributes to 
increased energy and results in better well-being. 

3. Read Fiction: Reading a good book can result in better brain 
activity for up to five days after we’ve finished a book. 

4. Give: Charitable giving boosts happiness and reduces stress - 
especially when the generosity results in social connection. 

5. Serve: Volunteering provides great value for our lives and the 
lives of those we serve.  Those who serve often feel like they 
have more time and are more effective with the time they 
have.  

6. Buy Less Stuff and More Experiences: Buying life experiences 
rather than material possessions contributes to better 
happiness to the consumer and those around them. 

7. Practice Gratitude: Scientifically proven that one of the greatest 
contributing factors in life is how much gratitude you show. 

8. Smile: People who smile as a result of cultivating positive 
thoughts improve their mood and connect with others better. 

9. Determine to be Happy: Those that try to be happy end up 
being happier in the long run. Determining to be happy is a 
productive decision towards achieving it!  Choose happiness. 

mailto:HHunley@eacs.k12.in.us
https://casel.org/what-is-sel/
https://youtu.be/JC78JffKSQk


 

EACS Technology Newsletter January 8, 2021 
 
 

1.  For all staff with an email: For security purposes, EACS will be upgrading computer password 
requirements for staff (this is not for students). The next time a user must change a password 
after January 11, 2021, users will need to change their old password by a minimum of a 3 
character difference. This means that at least 3 of the letters, numbers, or special characters 
must change when creating the new password. Additionally, the word "password" is no longer 
available as a password.  1. Be a minimum of 8 characters, include at least one number.  2. 
Expire every 60 days.  3. Cannot be a password used within the previous year.  4. Cannot include the 
user's first or last name.  5. Cannot use the word "password" as a password.  6. At least 3 of the 
letters, numbers, or special characters must change when creating the new password.   
Questions?  Please contact HELPdesk.   
 
2. For all users of Canvas: Canvas just announced that in the January 16, 2021 Canvas update, the 
new Rich Content Editor becomes the default editor for all Canvas users, meaning you cannot go 
back and use the old Rich Content Editor.  For full release notes, please click here.  If you have 
questions, please contact your Tech Coach.   
 
3. For all Staff: Do you listen to PodCasts? There are loads of wonderful Education-related 
podcasts, and beginning this year, we will share 2-3 Podcasts, whether Education related or not, 
on some newsletters.  What is a PodCast?  Podcasts are episodes of digital audio files that a user 
can download free to any device, from education, to entertainment, to news and sports.  Here 
are a few education-related podcasts you may find beneficial: 

○ Ditch That Textbook 
○ Teaching and Learning in the Digital Age 
○ Educators2Educators 

 Get the free app here (for iOS devices)  If you know of beneficial educational podcasts, please send 
a link to Keith Madsen for use in future newsletters.  
   
4. Beginning with this newsletter, we will begin sharing portions of the Cybersecurity for 
Education Toolkit.  This was developed by the Indiana Executive Council on Cybersecurity in 
August 2020: The Importance of Cybersecurity to Your School’s Infrastructure 

● Use anti-virus software.  (EACS uses an anti-virus software) 
● Don’t open e-mails or attachments from unknown sources. Be suspicious of any email 

attachments from unknown sources. Also, be suspicious of any email attachments that are 
unexpected, even if they come from a known source. (EACS has tested staff for two years) 

● Protect your computer from Internet intruders. (We have tools working in the background) 
● Regularly download security updates and patches for operating systems and other software. 

(Always, which is why staff needs to turn of computers regularly, so they may update) 
● Always use hard-to-guess passwords. Mix upper case, lower case, numbers, and other 

characters not easily found  in the dictionary. Make sure your 
password is at least eight  characters, uses numeric characters, 
and changes every 60 days  (Which ours does). 

 

https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Releases/Canvas-Release-Notes-2021-01-16/ta-p/429203?utm_source=Canvas%20List:%20General%20Info%20-%20Release%20Notes&utm_campaign=94b0637745-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_7_24_2018_1_41_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6b54a6366c-94b0637745-95279701
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/ditch-that-textbook-podcast-education-teaching-edtech/id1352219394
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/episodes-teaching-and-learning-in-the-digital-age/id1477410041
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/educators-2-educators-podcast/id1270398819
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/apple-podcasts/id525463029


EACS CURRICULUM CONNECTION

           JANUARY 2021

TAKE A PEEK!
JAN'S NEWLY UPDATED

WEBSITE:
JANRICHARDSONREADING.COM

 
VISIT AND SUBSCRIBE TO

PIONEER VALLEY EDUCATIONAL
PRESS ON YOUTUBE 

 
VISIT AND SUBSCRIBE TO

SCHOLASTIC YOUTUBE CHANNEL
AND SEARCH: GUIDED READING
MANY VIDEOS MODELING AND

ANSWERING QUESTIONS ABOUT
GUIDED READING

 
 

ELL CORNER
CLICK HERE TO READ ARTICLE BELOW

                     MANY LINKED VIDEOS INSIDE ARTICLE AS WELL

P

 

This is a 1 hour 30 minute video of Jan Richardson

teaching and SHOWING how she has done 150

remote guided reading lessons since March.

However, it shows all the basics of a great guided

reading lesson. So even if you are not teaching

remote, this video and modeling examples will

benefit you.

If you watch this video on your own time, you can

get PGPs from your principal.
 

EDGE: Teaching Highly Abled Students
According to education expert Jenny Grant Rankin, knowing a student's emotional intensities—what

Polish psychologist Kazimierz Dabrowski called "overexcitabilities"—is also key to teaching gifted
students. Dabrowski identified five areas of sensitivity that are strongly related to giftedness:

psychomotor, sensual, intellectual, imaginational, and emotional. Overexcitabilities will often appear as
quirks, such as compulsive talking or organizing, heightened sensitivity to smells or tastes, insatiable
curiosity, or daydreaming. Knowing a student's overexcitabilities can help teachers shape engaging—

and personalized—learning experiences. 
 
 
 

Click Here to Watch Video

Click here to read entire article

https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/how-to-differentiate-instruction-without-losing-your-mind/2019/02
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQVnPjJhb-s&t=4708s
http://www.ascd.org/publications/newsletters/education-update/apr16/vol58/num04/Six-Strategies-for-Challenging-Gifted-Learners.aspx


EL Corner: Pair ELLevation Goals 
with Differentiated Textbook 

Assignments 

                     

Reading Key Uses:
Students record patterns/categories/
pictures associated with certain words, or 
vice-versa. (Leveled)

Reading & Speaking Key Uses:                    
Level 1’s label. 2’s describe/illustrate. 
3’s summarize/advertise. 4’s interpret/ 
predict. 5’s compare/persuade 

ALL Key Uses:
Level 1’s create a new title, 2’s a 
description, 3’s a summary, 4’s an 
advertisement, and 5’s a critical review.

Speaking & Writing Key Uses:
Level 1-2’s - Add speech bubbles to 
people, animals, or objects. Level 3-5’s - 
Pairs could create conversations.

Reading & Writing Key Uses:
Students generate list of WH-questions, 
then swap with a partner of the same level 
to answer.

Listening Goals, Including Key Uses:
Students search for keywords from text in 
FluentU and view videos that correlate. 

What’s New In EDGE?
Education and Diver  in Gifted Education

Are you looking for ways to 
advance your high ability student 
projects, reports, or weekly 
activities? Coding would be a 
great choice to enable them to 
advance in problem solving, 
perseverance, and extending 
their creative thinking.

Sphero Bolts are now available 
in each secondary school for 
students to use for projects and 
activities. You can learn more 
about Sphero education by 
downloading the app: 
Sphero.edu (EACS approved). 

The app will provide a large 
array of lesson plans and 
activities that can be completed 
using the Spero Bolt. 

Need more assistance in how to 
build a lesson using the Sphero 
Bolts and your subject area? 

Contact Staci Salzbrenner @
ssalzbrenner@eacs.k12.in.us or 
446-0100 x 3155 with any 
questions or needs that you may 
have about EDGE.

Important Dates

EL Teachers: Match the     
following ELLevation                                                            
Goals with Textbook                   
Strategies to maximize                                                   
Differentiation!

Reading Key Uses:
Level 1’s: read headings,
graphs, captions, etc. 
Add sentences with 
bolds for Level 2’s. 1/2 
text for 3’s.

ICC:  Intense and Critical     
         Communication

Patients in a hospital’s Intensive Care Unit 
receive 24-hour care and attention from health 
professionals: intensive and critical care.  
Similarly, it is essential that educators 
communicate with students through diversified 
techniques to consistently assess students’ 
knowledge and understanding. Teachers and 
students have conversed with one another in 
the same proximal space for hundreds of 
years.  Current educators must utilize Zoom, 
learning management systems, websites and 
apps,, hyperlinks, emails, and various other 
virtual streams to communicate with students 
spread miles and buildings apart.  

Many East Allen County Schools’ teachers are 
communicating with students through Zoom, 
Canvas, and/or Skyward.  However, there is an 
easy way to organize email groups, within 
GroupWise, for classes and entire preps?  For 
example, if a teacher is assigned four periods 
of the same class, one can very quickly create 
an email group with all of those students in the 
same preset email group.  Educators can 
efficiently communicate with students via 
email, especially if other applications stop 
working or one needs to instantly correspond 
with many students simultaneously.

The steps below can be done with master 
courses or individual sections/courses.

1. Open your course within Canvas.
2. Click “grades” on the left hand side.  
3. In “grades”, click “actions” and then “export”.
4. Alter the excel document to have only 

student names in the “A column” and the     
ID numbers in the “B Columns”.  Delete any 
other row or column with information.

5.  In the C1 cell, type exactly the following:
=B1&”@student.eacs.k12.in.us”

6. Press “enter”.  Drag the green square in the 
bottom of the C1 cell down the “C column” 
until all of the names have emails.

7. Copy all the emails listed in the “C column”.
8. Open a new email in GroupWise and paste 

the emails in the “BC send option”.  ALWAYS 
USE THE BLIND COPY FOR STUDENTS!

9. Type a quick email to the students and send!  
10. Open the email you just sent.  Click “reply 

all”, and then click “address”.  (That might be 
under “action” or just on your toolbar.)

11. Choose “frequent contacts” in “save group”
12. Choose an email group name.  Click “Save.”
13. Open a new email.  Type the name of your 

saved group in the BC send option.  You can 
always edit that same group in your 
GroupWise contacts now as well.  

mailto:ssalzbrenner@eacs.k12.in.us


TEACHER SPOTLIGHT 
‘Creative Superstar’ 

 Meet – BECKY HOFFMAN 
School and grade/subject teaching: PHJH Pre-Algebra and Algebra 

Years teaching: 14 

How were your preparations for this academic year 
different than in past years? I worked, and am still 
working, on finding a method of routine that feels 
“normal” and yet accommodates for the needs of the 
new school day. I spent a lot of time with my colleagues 
brainstorming and researching ideas.  

What is the most creative thing you’ve done this year to 
help students succeed? Instead of just “talk to your neighbor about.... I try to do more, 
“Turn to your neighbor and tell them they are doing a great job today. Encourage them to 
keep trying!” 

What do you hope your students take away from this unprecedented school year? My 
goal every year is to have a “team” mentality where we ALL help each other rise up to the 
challenges of middle school. This year we have talked a lot about the usual: responsibility 
and how to be helpful to each other, but we have also talked a lot about grace and 
patience. I hope they take patience and caring for your fellow man with them! 

How has this year helped you grow professionally? It has forced me to look toward the 
future of education. It has also reminded me that sometimes “Things that are not my boat 
are not mine to deal with right now.”  



TEACHER SPOTLIGHT 
‘Creative Superstar’ 

Meet – BROOKE PRESSLEY 
School and grade/subject teaching: Prince Chapman Academy - 5th 
Grade Gen Ed 

Years teaching: 8 

How were your preparations for this academic year 
different than in past years? I believe navigating 
teaching online as well as in class has been such 
a learning curve. As well as navigating students 
not being able to help with classroom jobs or 
move around the room as frequently has been a 
struggle as well.  

What is the most creative thing you’ve done this 
year to help students succeed? I think most 
teachers are probably all doing exactly what I am, 
trying to figure out how to turn an assignment into an online source 
for students through multiple sites and apps has been my level of 
creativity. I try to make it as exciting as possible whether the 
students are at home or in my classroom learning, and work on more 
project-based style learning than daily individual assignments. 

What do you hope your students take away from this unprecedented 
school year? Fifth grade was the best grade! 

How has this year helped you grow professionally? I've been pushed to 
be more tech savvy this year than any other year, which has helped 
me grow immensely.  
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